It is with regret that we learn that the scheme for training male nurses has been abandoned at the Seamen's Hospital, Greenwich. A perusal of our columns will show that a large number of men are desirous of receiving adequate training, a fact which was questioned at the meeting at which the proposal was rejected. The total absence of training amongst male nurses in England is principally responsible for the unpopularity from which they suffer, and, therefore, their employment is frequently most unsatisfactory. In spite of this, there is a steady and continuous demand for a certain number of male nurses, and that no training is to be procured for them shows both a lack of public spirit and a selfishness which is discreditable to our institutions, which, after all, depend on the public for support, and are willing recipients of its bounty. We go so far as to believe that, in the case of a hospital possessing certain facilities, as at the Seamen's Hospital, but which would necessarily incur extra expense, special funds could be secured to render the adoption of the scheme advantageous to the institution, as well as most desirable in the interests of the public. If Passing from the external ear, or pinna, to the back of the nasal cavity is a tubular passsge divided into two parts by a membranous partition, the tympanic membrane. The outer part, or external auditory passage, is an inch and a quarter long. The inner part consists of the tympanic cavity, or middle ear, and the Eustachian tube, which opens into the pharynx, just behind the nasal cavity. In the tympanic cavity are the ossicles, a chain of three little bones stretching across the cavity from the tympanic membrane to a hole in the bony capsule surrounding the internal ear. These bones are very delicately adjusted so as to communicate vibrations.
Mechanism of the Accessory Apparatus.?The tympanic membrane receives the vibrations of sound, and communicates them to the ossicles; these pass them on to the perilymph, and so to the internal ear. The external ear is of no real use, and we can hear perfectly well without it.
The mode in which sound vibrations are conveyed to the brain is best shown by considering a simpler auditory apparatus than that of man, in whom the organ of hearing is so complicated. For this purpose I propose to take the frog, and in order to make the matter still more simple, to consider it in a comparatively early stage of development, i.e., when all the parts are present, but before they have become complicated. In the frog the essentials are the same, but in place of three ossicles, or small bones connecting the tympanic membrane with the internal ear, there is only one. The above diagram will show clearly how the vibrations of Bound are conveyed from the tympanic membrane by the small bone, or ossicle, to a small membrane (called the fenestra ovalis) situated in the bony capsule surrounding the internal ear.
By the vibrations of this small membrane the sound is conveyed to the perilymph, internal ear, and endolymph, and so to the auditory cells which are connected with the auditory nerve, and so to the brain. In man the essential principles are the same, but we have three small bones instead of one, and the internal ear is far more complicated. In the frog also the tympanic membrane is on a level with the skin, instead of being situated about an inch away from it down the auditory canal, as in man. 
